Curriculum Vitae

Name:

Adam Thorpe

DOB: 

23.07.1969

Contact 
Unit 46 Regent Studios
Details:
8 Andrews Road

London 

E8 4QN

United Kingdom

Tel: 
0207 254 3344 

Fax: 
0207 254 4411

Mobile: 
07967 584 683

Email:
adam@vexed.co.uk.

Academic Qualifications

May 2002
Lead Auditor Social Accountability 8000


Social Accountability Auditor Certification.

1988-91 
BSc Applied Science (Bioanalytical Science) 2:2


Kingston Polytechnic, Penrhyn Road Site, Kingston Upon Thames, Surrey.

Current Position:

2006

Professor of Fashion and Design, Institute of Fashion and Design, New Oxford.


2003 

Senior Research Fellow 0.5 Central Saint Martins College of Art and Design

2001 

Director, Co-founder and Designer of crime resistant accessories label “Karrysafe”

1995 

Director, Co-founder and Designer of fashion product label “Vexed Generation”

Research Experience:

2005 – current
Holborn Gateway bicycle parking observation project.

2005 – current
PauLA (Product Authenticity and Labour Assurance Scheme), a new research project that intends to explore the relationship between the production and distribution of counterfeit goods and labour malpractice.

2004 – current
“Bike Off”, a web-based research project that seeks to generate anti-theft strategies for bicycle parking design and implementation (www. bikeoff.org), the initial stages of which received small grants funding from the AHRB in 2004. 
2003 
EPSRC Bikeoff – Anti Theft Tracking and Recovery Technologies for Bicycles – including GLA development and links with TfL

2002 
Advisor to Stop Thief – Anti Theft Furniture Projected, linked to All Bar One commercial development.

2001 
Collaboration with Central Saint Martins on externally funded project ‘Vexed not Victimised – Anti Theft Bags and Accessories Project which delivered Karrysafe range of anti theft bags and accessories in 2002

1995 - current 
Senior researcher materials and retail environments, for all garments produced for fashion-product label “Vexed Generation”.  Externally commissioned to provide similar industrial data for labels Rufu, Levis, Yakpak and currently Puma.

Consultancy/ Professional Experience:

2005
Puma AG, Rudolph Dassler Sport, Wurzburger Strasse 13, D-91074 Herzogenaurach, Germany.  Research, concept development of co-branded performance lifestyle collections for spring/summer 2007

2005 

LDN, London.  Research, brand development and product development for men’s and 

women’s streetwear.

2005 

GNN, New York, USA. Research, brand development and product development for 

protective streetwear collection.

2004-present
Member ‘Digifin’ Consortium – EU 6th Framework proposal relating to Performance 

textile development, headed by Ten-Date NV, Hilversen, Netherlands

2004
Puma AG, Rudolph Dassler Sport, Wurzburger Strasse 13, D-91074 Herzogenaurach, Germany. Biomega, Skoubogade 1, 1.DK-1058 København K. Research and concept development of tri-branded bicycle, including folding mechanism and integrated. Research, concept development and design of tri-branded accessory range.

2004       
Warp records, London promotional clothing design.

2003 – 2004
Puma AG, Rudolph Dassler Sport, Wurzburger Strasse 13, D-91074 Herzogenaurach, Germany.

Research, design and development of co-branded mobile utility/performance lifestyle collections for global flagship distribution.

Feb 2001-
De La Rue, Global Brand Protection Division, Basingstoke, UK.

Sept 2002
Research and origination of ALEAS – Authenticity, Labour, Environmental, Assurance Scheme concept. Research included pan-stakeholder dialogue including EU Commission, Trade Union Organisations, NGO’s, Trade organisations and Industry. Research culminated in authorship of briefing document and ALEAS scheme rationale, standard and implementation model.

2001 - 2003
Cake Group, London.  Promotional clothing and product design.

2000

William Baird Plc, London ‘Is this tomorrow?’

Addressed conference on Vexed design approach and process.

1999

Adams Grooming, London

Design and conceptual development of men’s grooming salon with info kiosks assimilated in grooming stations.

1999

Levi Strauss & Co, San Francisco, California, USA

Design consultancy bags and accessories.

1998 - 1999
Yak Pak, Brooklyn, New York, USA

Design consultancy, European exhibition design and co-ordination, licensing deal for Vexed bag, 700,000 units sold.

1998

Ruffo, Pisa & Milan sites, Italy

Research and origination of contemporary direction for Ruffo mainline.

1998
Otto Design, Philadelphia, USA.  Interior design consultancy for Urban Outfitters UK flagship store, Kensington High Street, London.

1996

Reebok USA.  Consultancy on footwear and apparel.

1994 - 1995
Puma UK, Leatherhead, Surrey, UK

Youth market consultancy, brand positioning and marketing, design and co-ordination of exhibition stands. Design and prototyping of capsule ‘mobile utility’ collection. Brand positioning document –‘Sport meets street’ presented to UK board in October 1995. 

1993 - 1994
McCann Erickson, London & Birmingham, UK

Youth market consultancy clothing and footwear.

Advisory Roles/ Institutional Participation:

Oct 2004
Delegate ‘MFA Phase out: Who gains, who loses?’, Ethical Trading Initiative Forum, London.

Oct 2002
Delegate ‘Creative Crime Busting’ Design Policy Partnership, Art and Design Research Centre, Sheffield Hallam University. Design Council, London.

May 2002
Delegate at Round table discussion on labeling issues for the textile and clothing sector’, ECEDG (European Commission Enterprise Directorate Generale), Brussels. Representing De La Rue.

April 2002
Delegate at ‘Multi Stakeholder dialogue on sustainability in the textile sector, ETSA (European Textile Services Association & EPE (European Partners for the Environment), Design Council, London.

Feb 2002
Brunel University, Design for Life Centre, Surrey, UK.



Dr. Stan Swallow Conceptual exchange and dialogue regarding potential application of life centre outputs within Vexed ranges/projects

Broadcast Experience: 

July 2002 
Karrysafe publicity ITV, and Herald Tribune TV news, LBC, Radio Scotland, BBC Radio 4 and more via national and international PA networks. Talking about process of creating anti theft bags.

Feb 2001
Design Matters, Channel 4 TV, talked about manufacturing and technology in conjunction with De La Rue and Outlast Technology. 

1995 – 2001
Numerous TV and radio broadcasts debating, defining Vexed Generation theory, product and philosophy.

Exhibitions

	2006
	‘Reinventing the Bike Shed’ exhibition at the Arches, Tooley Street. An exhibition that aimed to explore elements of the passion and the challenge of inner city cycling part of the London Architectural Biennale.

	2006
	Exhibition at the Cochrane Theatre, part of London Bicycle Film Festival, September 2006.

	2006
	Launch of New Oxford City of Culture – Institute of Fashion and Design - launch of first virtual fashion retail store – Vexed Generation in New Oxford. Lectures on Vexed Generation recorded for avatars in virtual universe (28 April 2006).

	2006
	Mindark presents Project Entropia – a virtual universe with a real cash economy, Gothenburg Museum of Art, Gotaplatsen, Gothenburg, Sweden.

	2005 - 2006
	SAFE: Design Takes on Risk, The Museum of Modern Art, New York (16th October 2005 – 2nd January 2006).  Exhibited Karrysafe bags and accessories and Puma Bike created by Vexed Generation in collaboration with Puma and Biomega.

	2005
	INDEX 2005, Town Hall Square, Copenhagen, Denmark (23rd September – 13th November 2005).  Exhibited Karrysafe range of bags and accessories.

	2005
	LDN Fashion and music event – TV station, music and fashion range presented on 27 October 2005.

	2005
	1st London Bicycle Film Festival, Cochrane Theatre, London (1st – 3rd September 2005). Second Bicycle Film Festival scheduled for September 2006. Collaboration with Brendt Barbur (Director, Bicycle Film Festival).

	2004
	‘Bike Off’ exhibition at The Cycle Show, Business Design Centre, London in September 2004.

	2004
	Launch of Bike Off website at Freshers Week in October 2004. 

	2004
	Designers Block 2004, ‘Piece Process’ linear installation of laser cut paper showing the stages of development of the Vexed Generation Spring-Summer 2005 collection in Farmiloes Building, Clerkenwell, London, UK

	2004
	Randez Vous Homme, Spring-Summer 2004, Vexed Generation Spring-Summer menswear collection in Paris, France, September 2004.

	2004
	‘The London Look’ exhibition – exhibited; Vexed Generation Retail Installation Imagery, aural archive of Vexed Generation history etc, Museum of London, UK, 2004.

	2004
	Puma Vexed Urban Mobility and Martial Arts AW 2004 collections at Milk Gallery, Chelsea, New York, USA, NCP Car park, Brewer Street London, 2004 and Harajuku, Tokyo, Japan, 2004.

	2004
	The Fashion of Architecture, Lux Gallery, London, February 2004, and Museum of North of England, Barnsley, UK, May 2004, co-exhibited with Joe Hunter (Vexed Generation).

	2004
	Randez Vous Homme, Autumn-Winter 2004, Vexed Generation AW 2004 menswear collection in Paris, France, January 2004.

	2003
	Design Against Crime at Creuats Cruzados  - Crossed exhibition, Nos territories del Disseny D’avantguarda exhibition centre for contemporary culture of Barcelona (CCCB), October-December 2003 with Joe Huner, Lorraine Gamman and Marcus Willcocks, DAC Smart Furniture and Karrysafe examples exhibited within the Year of Design 2003.

	2003
	Launch of Karrysafe range of bags and accessories with Lorraine Gamman and Joe Hunter at Design Council.

	2003
	‘Design Against Crime: Anti Crime Wave’ exhibition, co-curated for Waterloo, Designer’s Block, Milan, in April 2003.

	2003
	‘Design Against Crime: Secure Design For Safer Travel’, co-curated exhibition at main concourse, Victoria and Waterloo stations in January 2003

	2003
	21st Century Dandy, co-exhibited with Joe Hunter at Art Museum Krasonjarsk, Siberia, Russia, Moscow Centre of Arts, Moscow, Russia, Ukraine House, Kiev, Ukraine and Glipoteka, Zagreb, Croatia.

	2002
	International Press Seminar, Exhibition Karrysafe, Design Council, London

	2002
	‘Vexed Not Victimised: Karrysafe Bags And Anti-Theft Accessories Not To Die For’, co-curated exhibition, Mayfair Gallery, London Institute

	2002
	London Fashion NYC, Fashion Institute of Technology, New York, USA, co-exhibited with Joe Huner, Vexed Generation.

	2001
	Don’t Tempt Me, Milan and Barcelona, Vexed Clothing

	2000
	Unit F, Vienna, Austria Vexed Clothing

	2000
	Lost and Found, European Tour, British Council, Vexed Clothing

	2000
	Costume Design, Warstars Premier, Igoo, London, Vexed Clothing

	2000
	Casino Fashion flash, Bregras, Australia, Vexed Clothing

	2000
	Fabric Fashion, Crafts Council, London, Vexed Clothing

	2000
	Supermodern Wardrobe, Victoria and Albert Museum/London College of Fashion:  then tour of Scandinavia, Eastern Europe, Vexed Clothing

	1999
	Inner City Pressure, National Gallery, Prague, Czech Republic

	1999
	Fast Forward, K-House, Vienna, 1999.  Vexed Clothing.

	1999
	Identity Crisis, The Lighthouse, Glasgow, Vexed Clothing

	1998
	JAM Exhibition, Barbican Gallery, Vexed Clothing

	1998
	Powerhouse UK, Horseguards Parade, London

	1996-97
	Sony Exhibition, Bluenote Gallery, Vexed Clothing


Teaching Experience: 

2001 - 2003
Employed as visiting lecturer by MA School of Fashion and Textiles at Royal College of Art, London.

2001 - 2003
Employed as Visiting Tutor by BA (Hons) Product Design at Central Saint Martins College of Art and Design: Grippa Project.

2000
Employed as visiting lecturer (Skift lectures) by Malmo University, Malmo, Sweden.

1999 - 2003
Teaching and supervision of BA and HND Fashion and Textile students from London College of Fashion, (LCF) Central Saint Martins (CSM) Derby, Salford, Tokyo.

Publications and Public Papers: 

2006 
‘Design Against Crime As Socially Responsive Theory and Practice’, paper given at Design 2006, Dubrovnik, Croatia (May 15-18 2006).

2006
‘Thwarting the Bike Thieves’ article for London Cyclist January 2006 edition and Central Saint Martins MA Industrial Design 2006 catalogue.

2004 
‘Bike Off Tracking the Design Terrains of Cycle Parking – Reviewing Use, Misuse and Abuse’ article for Crime Prevention and Community Safety Journal, special issue ‘Seeing is Believing’, in November 2004 (by Perpetuity Press).

2003 
‘Design Against Crime – Towards a Practice Based Methodology’ – with Dr. Lorraine Gamman.

2003 
‘DAC Innovation – Making It Happen’ report, co-authored with Dr. Gamman (commissioned by the Design Council).

2000 
‘Vexed Generation – Fashion and Architecture’, Architectural Design 2000, Vol.70, No.6, Wiley Academy, Wiley & Sons.

