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A multifaceted anti-crime
research Initiative at Central Saint Martins
demonstrates that creative thinking can

outsmart criminals. By Fay Sweet
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things attractve and appealing to

the consumer and, at the same Lime,
undesirable to the thief. The conundrum has
long fascinated Dr Lorraine Gamman, senior
research fellow in the Department of Graphics
and Industrial Design at Central Saint
Martins, and it has now inspired 3 vast senes
of anti-cime design projects, exhibitions
and pieces of research

' Lis a design dilemma; how do you make

the message i that design provides 3 way of
buiiding i ants-theft features and reducing
opportunities for criminals. The retult has a
double benefit, fewer people become crimi-
nalzed and fewer people become vichims.”
The empressree series of projects took a5
its starting point the Design Against Crime
joint initiative of The Home Office and
Design Council intended to tackle and
reduce the annual E60bn cost of cnime in

'| saw my job as helping to persuade des gners that cnme

ssues were relevant to them and their work'

Having already developed an interest in
dessgn and cime with a PhD on shoplifting,
Dr Gamman took up her current post in
Apnil 2000. *In this new role, | saw my job as
helping 1o persuade designers that crime
rsues were relevant to them and their work
and that cnme peevention could be an inte-
gral part of the design process,” she explains
'No one wants to Ive in a fortress society, so

A number of C5M departments including
Product Design, Industrial Design and
Textiles are collaborating in the Desagn
Agaist Cnme initiative. From  Product
Deugn, for example, senior designer Jacke
Fiper, & working on 8 progect to customize
and design furniture in ways to reduce bag
theft. The first eye-catching results include
incorporating a slod into chair seats so that a
bag handle can be held securely in place. In
fact a senes of innovative chair adapt ations
have already been created and formed their
own small travelling exhibition first shown at
Desagner’s Block in September 2000 and at
the end of the year at the Royal Instifute of
Britith Architects. From Textiles, staff includ-
ing Carole Collet and Sharon Baurdey became
fascinated with the idea of anti-slash and

but has also received an enthusiastic
réesponsé from the Pohce force which is using
the material in some of its own Seminars

It has been really heartening (0 See people’s
enthusiastic and inspired response to this
challenge and all designers have put n 2
huge effort with excellent resulls” says
Gamman. "Our Sims now aré o continue with
a range of projects including new areas
such a5 Lackhing stallang and house burglary”
As part of the latest work, links have been
formalised between C5M and the Jil Dando
Crime Soience Centre. Says Gamman: "having
this forum for the exchange of information
and adeas i absolutely imvaluabli for both of
us, we have completely different appecaches
but it is precesely those differences which
unite ws and make us strong.”

No one wants to live in a fortress society, so the message

s that design provides a way of building in anti-theft fea-

tures and reducing opportunities for cnminals

anti-stab materials and produced designs
which were both beautiful and secure. The
bag manufacturer H Fine & Co help make up
exhibibion prototypes

By the end of 2000 the project had in-
spired enough matenal to form an exhibition
and In the Bog and Off the Wall ran ot the
Destagn Museum in London dunng Decemiber
2000 and January 2001, The opening ap-
peared in six TV programmes and coverage
of the show was featured extensively in the
national press. This event was swiftly fol
loweed by another related show = DonY Tempe
Mg = which took place at the Malan Furniture
Fair in spring 2001 and then travelled to
Barcelona, And to celebrate the results of
the first year of this initiative 3 CD ROM
design resource, funded by The Home Office,
was produced called in The Bog This was
desgned to appeal to and inspee desagners,

The first Design Against Crime manu:
factured product is also within sight D«
Gamman and C5M designers are currently
working with designes-manufacturer Viexed
Generation, known for *steath’ fashion, to
develop anl-theft bag.wearable concepls
into products for sale in the marketplace
S5¥ys Camman: “We oblained research fund.
ing support from Design Council and the
London Institute in January 2002 - to finaloe
concepts and retest the efficacy of the bags
with the Metropolitan and British Transport
Folice and self defence advisors”

The first s Viexed /C5M DAL products
are due to be Launched in May 2002 with 2
further six to folkow in the autumn. Gamman
concludes: "We are confident that there is 2
market out there and the good news is that
we are already seeing inlerést from the press
and would-be users”

the UK "Because huge tomes of research
into desgn and crime can be difficult and
unappealing to wade through, our aim has
always been to creale a visual resource and
practice-based examples to help inspire
desgners,” ays Gamman

The work at Central Saint Marting (CSM)
began with a grant from the Design Council
My first step wars to sel up a series of seminas

lalks, recalls Gamman. ‘1 invitéd in gurus
from the Home Office, the Jill Dando Crime
Science Research Centre at UCL, and scholars
from LSE who have been working on wtus-
tional crime prevention to speak to CSM
designers and reseanchers and students” At
least two papers from this seminar series
have led to student projects on anti burglary
and anti stallking. This work wars entered for
the first Design Council Design Challenge
competition

Among the first series of results to
emerge from Dr Gamman's ongoing research
i the [n The Bog - a multifaceted reseasch
and design project exploring solutions to bag
theft, pickpocketing and street crime. Hese
C5M staff and students are working on a
wideranging series of ideas including Stop
Thief chair designs which would help prevent
bag theft, how to make secure personal
products such as mobule phones, bags which
are designed to be dif ficult for Dhieves to open
or slash and ideas for safer emvironments
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